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Calendar 

 
 

Boonah Show & competition Fri 1st & Sat 2nd June 

Q-Turn – The Outlook Boonah Fri 8th – Sun 10th June 

Chris Pouncy from Robert Sorby club visit Wed 27th June 

Ipswich/Bribie Island competition Sun 5th August 

Springfield library workshop Sat 11th August 

Ipswich Woodcrafts Open Day, demo, display/sales Sun 26th August 

Ipswich Woodcrafts AGM Sat 8th September 

Woodcrafters Assembly Fri 12th – Sun 14nd October 

 
ROBERT SORBY AUSTRALIAN JUNE/JULY TOUR 

From June 21 to July 10, Carbatec will host a 3-State, 17-
venue tour by Robert Sorby demonstrator, Chris Pouncy. 

Chris, who is based in the UK, is acknowledged as an 
expert in woodturning tools and techniques. He will cover 
a wide range of woodturning operations with special 
emphasis on bowl turning and hollowing and special focus 
on using various techniques and tools, including 
decorative surface effects with specialised chisels. He is 
particularly adept at showing how to work with the timber 
in hand and overcome any issues that may arise by 
changing tool or technique. He will also give a full in-
depth demonstration of the often daunting task of 
sharpening the specific compound angles of turning tools. 

At our club on Wednesday 27th June. 
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Phone: 0403 914 014 

Kitchen Hut at Cradle Mountain, Tasmania. 
This photo is from ABC Open contributor Glanzpunkt.   ….Ed 
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President’s Report 
From the editor 

Neal is away at the moment travelling to Emerald for a Woodcollectors event. He’s asked me to say that we need 
more items for the Boonah Show  (1st and 2nd June). He also said that everyone should read all the fantastic articles 
in the newsletter and I’m sure he meant to say you should all write an article for the newsletter this weekend. 

Easter Challenge Photos 
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Scroll Saw Cutting Basics  
Rick Hutcheson (forwarded by Joanne Holloway) 

Veering Off to the Right 

So, what do we learn from trying to just take off cutting after we set up a new saw? Perhaps the first thing we 
found is that the blades don’t cut in line with the arm: most of them seem to cut off to the right. 

Cut a piece of wood by feeding it straight into the blade, aligned with the centre of the top arm. Scroll about ½ in 
to ¾ in into the wood. Notice how the blade cut off to the right. Leave the wood in place on the saw table. 

The blade manufacturing process causes this phenomenon. If you very lightly run your finger up the left and right 
side of the blade (without the saw running, of course), you will notice that the blade has a burr on the right side. 

Normally the burr is on the right, however, there are exceptions: crown tooth blades can be used to cut from either 
end, and the precision ground tooth (PGT) blades don’t have this burr. This burr can be problematic because it 
makes the right side of the blade cut better. 

Now, place a ruler along the cut line that the blade just made. Notice that it points off to the left side of the rear of 
the saw. Move yourself around the saw until you are looking straight down the ruler. You should be about 3 in to 4 
in to the right of the centre of the saw. Remember this position. 

Now, from your new position, take that same piece of wood and try cutting into it in a straight line by pushing it 
straight into the blade. Notice how much easier it is to follow the line. From this position we can actually feed the 
wood straight at the blade, and it really follows the line.  

 

Good Hand Position is Key 

Next, let’s take a look at how you are holding onto the 
wood. 

Most scrollers have ‘repositioned’ the saw’s hold-down 
device so that they have easier access to and a better 
view of the blade’s cutting area. The scroller must 
apply sufficient downward pressure to the wood. 
Please don’t apply a white-knuckled death grip as some 
beginners are often inclined to do; moderate pressure 
will suffice. 

Your hand position must allow you to move the wood 
around the table freely. Remember you are feeding the 
wood at the blade, not vice-versa. Place one hand each 
side of the wood. I find the best way is to hook the 
thumb and a couple of fingers over the edges of the 
wood, and use the rest of the remaining fingers to 
apply the hold-down pressure. 

Folks, always keep your fingers off to the sides of the 
blade path, so that if your finger slides it does not slide into the blade. On some cuts, like those where you are 
trying to shave off a narrow strip, the blade could jump out of the cut allowing the wood to jump forward. And, if 
your finger was in that path, it goes forward right into the blade and the next thing you know you’re dialing ‘911’ (or 
even ‘000’ ). For making straight line cuts, both hands will be feeding the wood straight at the blade. Since you are 
positioned in line with the cutting path of the blade, you’ll end up with a straight cut on that line. 

Apologies for the poor picture quality 
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Club & Beyond Photos

Plastic-wood composite 
Turned by Jim Tutin 

A carved spinning chair from the 
QLD Art Gallery (right)   

& 
Photos from Maleny Wood-Expo  
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Tissue Box Holder 
By Lyn Keidel  

Note from editor: Lyn has kindly given me the notes from one of her Monday classes – finger-jointed tissue box covers. We’re very lucky 
to have members like this who voluntarily do so much preparation and teaching, not mention sharing notes with the newsletter editor. 
Some of the directions are specific to the class, but you 
should get a general idea of the process. I haven’t 
changed much – love them as is. 

 

Select your timber, which Lyn has already done, which is beautiful Cedar. 

Carefully measure the tissue box to make sure you will have enough timber for your tissue box and the size you 
want/need. 

Then you will need to make sure you have the correct timber thickness, which Lyn has already done for you. 

Take out your grid paper and measure it to your tissue box. Mark out the size on your grid paper and add the 
thickness of your timber to all four sides on the grid paper. 

Use double-sided tape to hold your timber together for cutting 

Cut out your grid paper. Apply grid paper to taped boards with glue, remembering to leave overhang. 

Cut the finger joints exactly to the blue line. With the overhang, cut as close to the blue line as you can for both top 
and bottom, allowing some room to sand up to the blue line.  

Once all this has been achieved, make sure your pieces of wood fit together at the finger joins. If so, continue on 
with the gluing, but before your glue dries, make sure you square off your box by using your graph paper or the 
triangle set square. If there are any gaps in the corners do not hesitate to clamp, which will pull it all together. 
Continue to make sure your box is square.  

For the base of your box use the left over timber: place it on the table. Put your box on top and mark it out. 

Then cut two for top and bottom. Cut outside your line to sand up to the line, checking the fit as you go. It should 
be a tight fit. 

Carefully glue base and top in place. 

Once dried we should be able to take our boxes downstairs to the round sander to be sanded for a clean finish 
before we cut and separate the lid from the box. After this, finish with hinges. 

To be followed by Morning Tea  
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© Beth Addison-Smith

Useful Templates, Jigs, and Charts: Lucet 
By Beth Addison-Smith 

A Lucet is a handheld medieval tool for making cord from yarn. The basic model looks like a large two-pronged 
fork (with or without handle) and works a bit like French Knitting/Knitting Nancy/a spool with nails.  

Cord was pretty important in medieval times – buttons were not 
used, and of course there was no elastic. So cords were used as 
closures for dresses (e.g. lacing up the back) and shirts (at the 
neck), and at the waistband of trousers. Although it seems 
strange, pockets were either ‘not invented yet’ or not used, and 
instead a small pouch attached to the belt was used to carry 
things such as money, eating utensils, a comb, etc. Last year I 
made a number of lucets for the Abbey Medieval Fair and did 
some research and testing into what works best, (many online 
designs look good but are impractical or difficult to use) and I 
finally settled on what I think is a good design. Lee and I made a 
20 or so and I use one regularly. We drove to Cairns last year 
and during that time I used my lucet to make meters of fine cord 
for my medieval outfit.  

This lucet design also works for a range of yarn thicknesses up 
to 8-ply/DK wool. You cut the lucet from thin timber and 
embellish in any way. The timber should be thin to reduce 

friction because the yarn has to slide around the two prongs quite a bit before it makes its way into the cord. I find 
it best to round and sand the outsides of the prongs so that the yarn can slide over them easily. Design-wise it helps 
if the prongs are more upright and if there is a good 3cm or inch and a half of space in the middle. 

 

The pattern should be at least 15cm long when printed. 

These lucets were made by Golding Fiber Tools 
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Facebook 
By Beth Addison-Smith 

Our Facebook page is at https://www.facebook.com/IpswichWoodcraftsClub/ 

You might not have noticed it, but you could also go to that page by clicking on the tiny Facebook logo on the very 
first page of our newsletter (you can also go to our web site and Instagram page using those hyperlinked logos) 
Every week, Geoff Holloway posts club photos on our Facebook page. Since our old website has fallen into 
disrepair and our new web site is under construction, catching up with the club on Facebook might be the easiest 
way to see what’s been happening.  

Of course, to do that you need a Facebook account, and to many people the privacy issues associated with 
Facebook are off-putting: In essence, Faceboook exists to collect and sell data about its users – generating $11 
billion in revenue from data about…you. There are many online articles discussing Facebook’s pros and cons – see 
for instance  

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2018/mar/20/facebook-is-it-time-we-all-deleted-our-accounts 

On the other hand, Facebook is an unrivalled method of keeping track of friends and family across the globe and 
of archiving special photos. It is a super-easy way of creating and sharing content ‘on-the-web’, and using your 
Facebook account to connect to a service is often offered as an alternative to creating a new account. For many 
people, Facebook is their main form of internet interaction: “For many people, Facebook is an important gateway to the 
internet. In fact, it is the only version of the internet that some know, and it plays a central role in communicating, creating community 
and participating in society online.”1  

Create a Pseudonym for Facebook 

The good news is that you can create a fake persona for Facebook, and if you only want to check club news, this 
could be an easy way to go. The only thing that must be ‘real’ for you to create your account is the email address 
(and you could consider creating a special email address just for Facebook). Many of my more cautious friends and 
family have fake names on Facebook, and often fake ages and other details as well. You could have fun making up 
things for your pseudonym. What about these names? – 

• Cam Forlaurel 
• Hugh N Pine 

Make up an age, a birthday, hobbies, etc, and see what happens! 

Keep your data private 

If you do opt for your real details, always be wary of what exactly you share publicly on Facebook. It isn’t just 
Facebook that is interested in your data – it is fairly easy to ‘mine’ Facebook for data. There are hackers, scammers, 
identity thieves and other crooks out there collecting whatever they can – and there’s other researchers – scientists 
and potential employees – collecting data as well. Even without writing programs, anyone else with an account can 
find things out from your public data - My sister runs a business in Melbourne and says that she always checks the 
Facebook pages of potential employees – and is often horrified by what she can see of the leisure activities – and 
surprised that they leave this information public. 

Change your profile settings so that your photos and posts can only be seen by your friends. Don’t take part in 
‘harmless’ Facebook quizzes. Consider using an obscure photo (or none) for your profile so that you image cannot 
be stolen. If someone is already your Facebook friend, don’t accept a new friend request that appears to come from 
them. Don’t accept friend requests from people you don’t know. Don’t post holiday photos till you get home. Be 
wary of click-bait and apps in Facebook.  

So, you might want to check into the security options and do a little internet research about how to keep your data 
and identity relatively secure whilst using Facebook. However, remember that all your Facebook information will 
still be collected and sold in de-identified form by Facebook. That’s how they make their billions.  

                                                
1 Safiya Noble, 2018, “Algorithms of Oppression” 
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Kit	from	Penn	State	

Kit	from	PeachTree	

Push-Grind	kit	from	Peachtree	

Pepper Grinders 
Beth Addison-Smith, collected from the net. 

 Recently, Geoff Holloway ran an excellent club workshop on making a 
pepper grinder. Most of us chose classic shapes for our grinders, but a 
little research shows an amazing variety of wooden pepper grinders on 
the market, so I’ve collected some here. It did cross my mind that this 
would be a good club challenge theme.  
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Lateral Thinking Puzzle 
Sent through by Neal MacDonald 

2 examples to get you started: 

        man  
1.  ------------  => Man Overboard          
       board 

       stand  
2.  ------------    => I understand 
           i  

 

Now try some yourself: 

 

3.  /r/e/a/d/i/n/g/  

4.    r  

     road  

      a  

      d  

5. cycle cycle cycle  

 

          0  
6. ------------  
       B.A.  

       Ph.D.  

 

7. knee 
    light  

 

 
 
                  ground  
8.              ---------------  
      feet feet feet feet feet feet  

  

 9.  he's X himself  
 

10. ecnalg  
 

11. death……life 
 

12. THINK 

 
13. abababababababababababababababababababab...  

 

Australian Native Trees 
International Wood Collectors Society 

• Australia has the largest number (5300) of native wood producing tree species on earth, compared to the 
UK which has 47 indigenous species and Western Europe with 67. 

• Australia has the oldest tree species in the world, the family Podocarpaceae (huon pine, brown pine and 
black pine) are the oldest conifers at 240 million years 

• The family Araucariaceae appeared 220 million years ago and include the genera 
o Agathis – kauri pine, bull kauri 
o Araucaria – bunya pine and hoop pine 
o Wollemia – Wollemi pine 

• The family Cupressaceae dated to 160 million years ago and includes King Billy pine, puncil pine, and brush 
cypress. 

• The most dense wood on earth is Australia’s waddy wood (Acacia peuce) measured at 1425 kg/m3. 
• The hardest wood on earth is Australia’s buloke (Allocasuarina luehmannii) measured at 5060 lbf or 22500 

Newtons (Janka hardness test). 

Answers 


