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Vice President’s Report 
Jim Tutin 
 
After being informed that our president is away and that I needed to do a report in his place I will try to write 
something constructive. First off, I hope that everyone had a good Christmas and that you didn’t indulge too 
much. Now that the new year has started I hope that you have all read the coming events calendar (see page 2). 
The first major event is the wood show in March. This is a three-day event in Brisbane and a major promotion 
for us. We need finished product for the display table and demonstrators in turning, carving, scroll saw and 
pyro as well as members to man the sales table. There is also the setting up on the Thursday as well as 
dismantling on the Sunday. All up a very busy weekend. 

 
By the time the woodshow is over planning will be 
well underway for Q-Turn in June. This weekend 
attracts people from as far away as Melbourne, 
Sydney and Bundaberg and again is a good 
promotion for the club. You don’t have to be a turner 
or even an experienced turner to attend as we cater 
for learners, scrollers and carvers and those who just 
want to talk and solve the problems of the world. 
These are just some of the events that are on this 
year; please read your events calendar for more 
information and remember to work safely and enjoy 
your hobby. It is not fun recovering from an accident. 
 
Cheers, 
Jim 
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Editorial 
Happy New Year everyone. I didn’t manage to get many of the Christmas Challenge/party photos into this 
newsletter, so please see Facebook for those if you can. It was an excellent event and I believe some of the 
funds raised through the auction will go towards our new shed. The shed is part of an overall plan to improve 
safety and Risk Management procedures. 
 
Our website now has a video area at https://ipswichwoodcraftsclub.com/videos/.  

 
2019 Calendar 

 

General meeting Sat 9th March   

Timber Tools & Artisan Show - Exhibition 22nd – 24th March 

Turnfest – Seaworld Fri 29th – Sun 31th March 

Ipswich Woodcrafts Easter challenge Wed 17th April 

Maleny Wood Expo Sat 4th May – Mon 6th May 

Brookfield Show – demo, display/sales Fri 17th – Sun 19th May 

General meeting Sat 8th June   

Q-Turn – The Outlook Boonah Fri 14th – Sun 15th June 

Boonah Show & competition Sat 15st & Sun 16st June 

Ipswich/Bribie Island competition Sun 4th August 

Ipswich Woodcrafts Open Day, demo, display/sales Sun 25th August 

Ipswich Woodcrafts AGM Sat 7th September   

Cooroora Wood & Craft Show & competition Fri 20th & Sat 21nd September 

Woodcrafters Assembly – The Outlook Boonah Fri 4th – Sun 6th October 

Christmas party, challenge & auction Sat 7th December 
 
 
2019 Proposed Workshops 
 

• Box making workshop 

• Turned square winged bowl workshop 

• Turned tri winged bowl workshop 

• Finials? 

https://ipswichwoodcraftsclub.com/videos/
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Nails 
Extract from Hay, J. (1976). Woodwork. Note from Beth: This is dated information from a British text book, but 
it’s useful to novice woodcrafters like myself.  
 
Nails possess a head, a shank, and a point, and they are usually made of mild steel wire. Brass and copper nails are 

used for work in contact with water. Their 
names are derived from their uses (e.g. panel 
pins), shape of head (round heads), or 
sectional shape (ovals). 
 
(8) when a nail is driven into the wood, the 
wood fibres bend in the direction of the nail 
point, which assists in gripping the nail. 
(9) To dovetail the direction of the nails adds 
firmness to the gripping power. 
Stand at X to ensure that the nails are directed 
correctly into the thin section of the lower 
piece of timber. 

  
French or wire nail (1) – up to 175mm in length 
It has a flat, chequered head to minimise the possibility of the hammer slipping when the nail is being driven into 
the wood. The shank is roughened near the head to give added gripping quality. 
It is a general-purpose nail where the presence of the head does not detract from the appearance of the finished 
job. 
 
Oval wire nail (2) – up to 150mm 
The head is small and is easily punched below the surface of the job. The resultant hole may be filled in with a 
suitable filler, and so hide the nail. 
The shank is roughened near the head to give added gripping quality. It is a general-purpose nail. 
 
Cut nail (3) – up to 100mm and Cut Clasp nail (4) – up to 200mm 
It is stamped out from sheet iron, and it tapers in width but not in thickness. The stamping leaves sharp edges 
which afford great gripping qualities. The nail is mainly used for nailing down floor boards. (4) has a thickened 
head and is used for heavy work. 
 
Panel pin (5) – up to 50mm 
The nail is thin and has a small head. It is used for securing plywood and mouldings, and for other light work. 
An almost headless and short variety, known as veneer pins, are used for securing veneers in position whilst the 
glue is setting. The heads are not driven in, so that the pins may be removed after the glue has set. 
 
Escutcheon pin (6) – up to 38mm 
This nail is usually made of brass. It has a round head and is more or less a decorative nail. It derives its name from 
escutcheon plates which are secured over keyholes to protect the wood. 
 
Sprig nail (7) – up to 19mm 
This nail is used for holding glass and pictures in their frames. It is stamped out of sheet iron and has no head. 
 
Nailing hints: 

• Always keep the hammer face clean. Polish it with smooth glass paper. A dirty 
hammer face will tend to bend nails.  

• Do not nail too near the corner of a job, otherwise the wood may split.  
• A blue stain will surround a steel nail if used with oak. 
• Do not use more nails on a job than are necessary. 
• If a nail tends to split the wood, try filing the sharpness off the point. 
• Keep both ends of the nail punch in good condition.  
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Woodcrafters Assembly 2018 
The fourth Woodcrafters Assembly held on the 12th -14th October although a bit wet was a great weekend with 
players totally involved in their workshop or pursuing their own craft. This year is the first time at the new 
venue (The Outlook-Boonah) with excellent facilities, good accommodation, quality meals and scrumptious 
morning and afternoon teas. 
 
Thanks to all the workshop presenters, Reg Cooke (Dulcimer), Dan Dennison (Box making), Alan Walker 
(Scroll sawing), Jim Tutin (Turning) and Lyn Keidel (Pyrography). I am sure everyone learnt new skills from 
their involvement in these workshops.  
 
Participants came from Ipswich Woodcrafts, Bayside Woodcrafters, Maryborough Woodcrafters, Gold coast 
Woodturners, Pittsworth Woodcrafters, Logan MAD Association and Wondai Woodworkers plus a few not 
belonging to a club. 
 
Next year’s event will be on the 4th to 6th October, information on workshops and presenters will be published 
in the new year.   
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  Click on the 
images left and 

below to see 
videos of Allan 

Walker’s 
animated 

scrollsaw gizmos, 
or view them on 

the Ipswich 
Woodcrafts Club 

website 

https://youtu.be/A342GhOtilA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H3XH-gewMZs
https://ipswichwoodcraftsclub.com/videos/
https://ipswichwoodcraftsclub.com/videos/
https://ipswichwoodcraftsclub.com/videos/
https://ipswichwoodcraftsclub.com/videos/
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Wood Adhesives, Part 2 
Extract from Brief Survey of Wood Adhesives by Carl A. Eckelman 

Synthetic Resin Adhesives  

Synthetic resins are man-made polymers which resemble natural resins in physical characteristics, but which 
can be tailored to meet specific woodworking requirements. These resins impart to glue lines and joints the 
highest water resistance attained to date. In contrast to the natural adhesives which at best can resist only a 
moderate amount of moisture, properly formulated synthetic adhesives appear able to withstand repeated direct 
wetting indefinitely. Synthetic resins were introduced as woodworking adhesives during the early 1930's, but 
their greatest development and use occurred during World War II, and their use is still increasing today.  
Synthetic resin adhesives may be separated into two distinct categories - thermosetting adhesives and 
thermoplastic adhesives. Thermosetting adhesives depend upon a condensation type of polymerization reaction 
in which water is eliminated. During this cross-linking reaction, the adhesive undergoes an irreversible 
chemical and physical change which renders it insoluble. The reaction itself may be initiated by means of 
chemicals or heat or a combination of both. Urea-formaldehyde, melamine formaldehyde, phenol-
formaldehyde, and resorcinol-formaldehyde along with phenol-resorcinol formaldehyde are included in this 
group of adhesives. All of these resins utilize formaldehyde as a common raw material.  
Thermoplastic resins are prepolymerized and set by loss of dispersing solvent. They do not undergo a chemical 
cross-linking reaction while curing, therefore, but remain in a reversible state and can readily be softened by 
heating. Polyvinyl acetate emulsions (white glue) and hot melt glues belong to this group of adhesives.  

Thermosetting Resins  

Phenol-formaldehyde, the first of the synthetic resins to be developed, was discovered by Dr. Leo Bakeland in 
1909. Urea-formaldehyde, resorcinol-formaldehyde, and melamine-formaldehyde were discovered shortly 
thereafter. These products were already being considered for adhesive applications by 1920. Adhesives based 
on phenol-formaldehyde and resorcinol-formaldehyde resins were well established by 1940 and as previously 
noted, were widely used during World War II.  

Isocyanates  

Isocyanate particleboard has been manufactured in Germany since 1975 and is being used increasingly in the 
U.S. today. It has excellent resistance to moisture and hence is well-suited for exterior applications. In addition 
to wood, isocyanates may also be used to bond agricultural cellulosic wastes such as straw and bagasse. 
Isocyanates may also be used as assembly glues, but the cost of the adhesive limits their use at the present time.  

The basic bonding mechanism consists of forming urethane bridges with the hydroxyl groups of the cellulose. 
This results in an extremely strong wood to adhesive bond which is resistant to moisture as well as dilute acids 
(Pizzi, 1963).  

Thermoplastic Resin Adhesives: Polyvinyl Acetates  

Polyvinyl acetate adhesives--the common white glues seen in both drug stores and furniture factories--have 
become one of the most important assembly glues in the woodworking industry. They are ordinarily sold as a 
ready-to-use aqueous emulsion in which the amount of resin present is specified in percent. These resins set 
rapidly at room temperatures and have high dry strength, but their moisture resistance is inferior to that of the 
urea-formaldehyde resins; furthermore, joints with thick glue lines tend to creep under sustained loads. They 
also have poor resistance to heat. Modified vinyl-resin emulsions are available, however, which involve 
addition of a curing agent at time of use, resulting in greatly improved resistance to heat and moisture.  



  Ipswich Woodcrafts Club Newsletter January 2019 7 

Because of their ease of application, their high dry strength, the fact that they can be used with low clamping 
pressures (although joints of questionable quality may result) and their competitive cost, polyvinyl acetate 
adhesives are widely used for furniture assembly and have nearly displaced all other glues for this purpose.  

Thermoplastic Resin Adhesives: Hot Melt Adhesives  

Hot melt adhesives are resins which are normally solid but melt upon heating so that they may be applied as a 
drop or a bead of glue. Upon cooling, they immediately regain their adhesive properties. Ordinarily, hot melts 
are not used in structural applications where high strength is required but rather, are commonly used to attach 
decorative materials such as edge banding to panels and table tops. The adhesives themselves are based on 
various polymers including the polyolefins, the vinyl acetateolefin copolymers, polyamides, and the 
polyurethanes.  

Chinese New Year Inspiration 
2019 – Year of the Pig – Tuesday 5th February 
  

Salt Pig 

Placing this upside-down symbol of fortune/good 
luck on a door or window at New Year is said to 

cause fortune to pour into your dwelling 

Wooden pig inspiration from the internet: 
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Handheld CNC: Shaper Origin 
By Beth Addison-Smith 
 

The Shaper Origin ™ is an amazing new product, not yet released in 
Australia. It pairs the functionality and precision of a CNC router with 
the portability of a handheld router, so that innovative electronic 
designs can be accurately cut in any size workpiece. It currently 
retails at around US $2500. The Origin is a handheld router paired 
with onboard robotics: sensors, tool position micro-adjusters, digital 
controller and screen. On this screen the user is presented with an 
‘augmented reality’ view of the programmed path, the cut path so far, 
and the tool head position. The user guides the router along the path 
as best they can while the router itself makes minute adjustments to keep the cut path very precise. Reports from 
users in the US are very enthusiastic. 

The product won the 2017 AWFS Visionary award for power tools, and a 2018 
IWF challengers award. 

Workpaths may be designed with PC/web software or on-board the router 
itself. The company also runs a growing repository for designs, and these may 
be freely downloaded. Both large scale (table joints, flooring, for instance) and 
very fine (e.g. hand-written text) paths can be cut with the Origin. Cutting inlays 
is a cinch because of the tool’s precision. 

Here’s some images of work made with the router: 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

To see more, visit the company at 
 https://www.shapertools.com/  
or watch this on YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_0clzXWSaCw  

On-Board Screen 

Floor inlay 

‘Halloween’ joint 

Side table 

Chess board 

Valentine box. Note the heart-shaped joining pins 

Chair 

LED pendant lamp 

https://www.shapertools.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_0clzXWSaCw
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Yes! There is smoke coming out of the chimney of this wonderful creation (by one of 
our multi-talented club members).  

Seen at Club  
a very random selection - see out Facebook page for more and better photos 
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