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President’s Report
I have two very good pieces of news for you this issue.
On Sunday, 4th. August, our club won the annual Ipswich
–Bribie competition. In fact, we did so well, that we won
all five sections. So congratulations to those members
who worked so hard to submit entries that were top
standard. Bribie has some very good crafts people, so it
was no mean effort to win against such strong opposition.
The score now, if you are keeping tabs, 4-4.
This issue we have rockets in celebration of the moon
The second piece of good news is that we
landing anniversary: SpaceX Falcon Heavy rocket
were successful in our grant application. In reality, we
boosters on their return flights. The three boosters
were only half successful, as the amount we applied for
return to earth via a propulsive landing. These photos
show the two side boosters returning to land in
was cut in half. The committee has worked hard to trim
Florida
(above) and the heavy central booster landing
back as much as possible, and while we have not had to
on one the SpaceX drone ships (below)…ed
delete too many items, some have had to be cut back to
basics. We will know more when we receive our final
quotes.
Geoff and his team have worked hard
installing the shelving outside the shed. Moving the
storage area, has freed up much space inside, so in the
near future, as our grant equipment arrives, you will
notice some rearrangements downstairs. This will result in
a better workflow in that area. Thanks to Geoff, Bob, John
and Dan and the rest of the crew, for their efforts.
Our open day is on Saturday, 24th. of this
month. It’s the day when we showcase our club to the
local community, and to the members of visiting clubs. I
hope we will have a good roll up on the 24th. as there are many jobs to be done, before, during,
and after the day is over. It is a good opportunity to display and sell some of your work, so start
gathering your masterpieces to place on the “to sell” table. Trevor and Kaye Gaskell will be present
with a selection of fine timber for sale, so it will be a good opportunity to purchase that special piece
of timber.
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The Cooroy challenge will be on the 20th. -22nd. of September. The Coorora event is a top
competition, with at least six clubs competing. A very high standard has been set over the years,
and each year is better than the year before. We have won this competition in previous years, and
not long ago we had both the Bribie and the Coorora Trophies in our cabinet at the same time. We
are halfway there this year, so let us make an all-out effort to repeat our previous success.
Thanks again to all those who have worked so hard to make our club as good a place as it is.
Remember to keep the dust down, and all the safety gear on.
,……………………………………… Neal McDonald.

2019 Calendar
Ipswich/Bribie Island competition

Sun 4th August

Ipswich Woodcrafts Open Day, demo,
display/sales

Sat 24th August

Ipswich Historical Society Heritage Day

Sun 25th August

Club Fees Due

31st August

Ipswich Woodcrafts AGM

Sat 7th September

Cooroora Wood & Craft Show & competition

Fri 20th & Sat 21nd September

Woodcrafters Assembly – The Outlook Boonah Fri 4th – Sun 6th October
Christmas party, challenge & auction

Sat 7th December

Recent Library Donations
Many thanks to:
Wally Collingwood for:
Time Life - Bookcases, Shelves and Cabinets
Time Life- Shop Built Jigs and Fixtures
Time Life - Shop Cabinets and Tool Stands
Time Life - Home Workshop
various magazines.

Brian Weatherburn for:
Making Dolls Houses
Wildlife Toys In Wood
Shaker Band Saw Projects
Lawn And Patio Containers,
Making Wooden Boxes
52 Holiday Wood Projects
Outdoor Play Structures
Whirligigs & Weather Vanes

Vic Campden
Lee Lindeman
Mark Duginske
Edie Stockstill
Sharon Canske
John A. Nelson
Mike Lawrence
David Schoonmaker

Ipswich Heritage Day
The Ipswich Historical Society Heritage Day is on Sunday 25th August, the day after our Open Day.
Ipswich Woodcrafts Club have a stall and demonstration there. There’s also vintage motor bikes,
cars, and machinery, blacksmithing, Chronic Smithing jewellery, the Ipswich Genealogical Society,
the SES, games, races and entertainment for the kids, the Ipswich Spinners and Weavers. Pies from a
vintage pie oven, a sausage sizzle, Devonshire teas, a quilting display, and much more. Entry $5
(cash only).
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Editorial
Greetings all. This edition we have rockets, lichens, and bird
houses. Open day is fast approaching and registration for the
Assembly has started (see info page 12, and form on page 13).
Please consider entering the Open Day Competition. Ipswich Heritage Day follows Open Day, so we
have two chances in one weekend to sell our fabulous woodcrafts. We have had notice of some
interesting timber for sale at very good prices, and you can find details of these in the clubhouse,
taped to the metal lockers upstairs.
Also, please consider nominating for newsletter editor at the AGM (or after) – we need a new one!
Some Tree miscellanea:
-

Top left and below we have extracts from Katie Holten’s New York City Tree Alphabet. I think a
similar tree alphabet for Australia would be a great idea. You can download the NYC
alphabet as a font a write in trees: here’s the word ‘Woodcrafts’:

-

Some of you might be interested in purchasing your own carbon offsets: some maybe not. For
those who do, here’s some links to personal carbon offset schemes in which you can opt to
support tree planting – I know we all like trees!
https://www.myclimate.org/compensate/

and

https://15trees.com.au/

Demonstrations:
Turning
Scrollsawing
Pyrography
Carving

Craft displays
Craft sales
Sausage sizzle
Raffles

Ipswich Woodcrafts Club
29 Swan Street Brassall
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Open Day
Bring your family and friends! The club’s annual Open Day is on Saturday 24th August, at the
clubhouse, 29 Swan Street Brassall 9.00 am – 3.00 pm.
We have a Sausage Sizzle, tea/coffee/cakes, Raffles, Turning Demonstrations, Wood carving,
Scrollsawing, other woodcraft displays, hands-on Pyrography, and great gift ideas. Don’t forget the
Members competition (nextpage)

Open Day Competition 2019.
Conditions of Entry:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

The competition is open to financial members only.
The competition entry must not have been submitted at a previous competition.
Members may enter more than one item in each category.
Members may enter in more than one category.
Entries must have been completed since the last competition.
Two sections for each category, Novice and Open.
A novice is considered to be within the two years in that category.
Entries may include embellishments.
Entries may be a collaboration of more than one craft.

Judging will be conducted by outside judges awarding points for:
• Design
• Workmanship
• Degree of Difficulty
• Finish
First place only in each category for Open and Novice sections.

A
B
C
D
E
F
G

Category
Turning (spindle)
Turning (bowl)
Carving
Scrollsawing
Pyrography
Box making
Toy making

Description
Any turned item under 500mm
Any turned item under 500mm
Any carved item under 500mm
Any scroll sawed item under 500mm
Any pyrography under 500mm
Any box design under 500mm
Any toy design under 500mm

Contact: Geoff Holloway – email, gholls@optusnet.com.au Ph. 0422450972
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Lichens
Extracts from https://owlcation.com/stem/Lichens-and-People-Surprising-Interesting-and-Helpful-Uses
By Linda Crampton (also some extracts from Wikipedia)

Lichens are interesting organisms. Despite their appearance, they aren't plants: they’re symbionts. Their body
contains both a fungus and an alga and some lichens also contain a yeast. Like most other fungi, the fungal
component of a lichen consists of branching, thread-like structures called hyphae. The algal cells are generally
located in the middle of the lichen and are surrounded by hyphae. In jelly lichens the fungal hyphae and algal
cells are mixed uniformly.
The algal cells make food for both themselves and the fungus. They contain chlorophyll, which absorbs
sunlight. The alga uses the light energy to make carbohydrate from carbon dioxide and water. Fungi don't
contain chlorophyll and can't produce their own food. The fungus in a lichen helps the alga by protecting it.
They currently provide us with dyes and scents for perfumes. Historically, a few species have been used as food
after a suitable preparation. In the future, lichens may provide us with antibiotics and sunscreen chemicals.
Some species can withstand high levels of radiation. Others can be used as biological sensors that give us
information about the environment. Some contain chemicals that may be harmful, however.
Lichens have a wide variety of shapes and body forms. They also have many possible colours, including black,
grey, white, green, blue-grey, yellow, orange, red, and brown.

Dyes for wool and Fabrics
Many lichens are a grey colour when they're dry.
When a lichen is moistened and absorbs water,
however, the algal cells give it a deeper hue. The
fungus component is often colourless, but in some
cases it contains a pigment that gives the lichen a
vivid colour.

Lichen-dyed homespun by Ipswich Spinners and Weavers

Making wool and fabric dyes from lichens is an
ancient process that is still performed today.
Suitable specimens are collected, cut into pieces,
and added to water. Ammonia is often added to
the water. At one time urine was commonly used as
the water-ammonia solution. The mixture is left for
several weeks in order for the dye to appear.

The dye made from a lichen often has a different colour from the intact organism. Brown, gold, orange, green,
purple, blue and red colours are all possible, depending on the species of lichen used and the type of
extraction process.
Modern wool and fabric dyers often emphasize conservation as they collect lichens. They tend to gather
specimens that have already become detached from their substrate or that are growing in a place from
which they are likely to be removed, such as trees that have died. (Lichens don't harm trees.)

Litmus Paper
Litmus paper is very commonly used as an acid-base indicator, especially
by students who need to know only the approximate pH of a substance.
Litmus is a mixture of dyes extracted from a number of lichens, including
Rosella tinctoria. Litmus paper is made from filter paper that has been
treated with the dye. Neutral litmus paper is purple in color. It turns red
when exposed to an acid and blue when exposed to a base (alkali).

One of the Litmus Lichens
(Wikipedia)
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Natural Sunscreens

Xanthoria parietina (Wikipedia)

Xanthoria parietina is a foliose lichen which contains a yellow
pigment called parietin. It has wide distribution, and many
common names such as common orange lichen, yellow scale,
maritime sunburst lichen and shore lichen. It can be found near
the shore on rocks or walls (hence the epithet parietina meaning
"on walls"), and also on inland rocks, walls, or tree bark. In
laboratory experiments, this species can tolerate exposure to air
contaminants and bisulphite ions with little or no damaging
effect. It is also tolerant of heavy metal contamination. The
yellow pigment absorbs ultraviolet radiation, acting as a
sunscreen to protect the algal cells inside the lichen. Some other
lichens contain sunscreens, too. It's been suggested that the
protective chemicals could be useful in human sunscreens.

Ingredients in Perfumes and Deodorants
Oakmoss (Evernia prunastri) is used to provide scents and fixatives
for perfumes. It grows in Europe and North America but is especially
valued in France. It lives on oak trees as well as other trees and is a
fruticose lichen, not a moss.
Both essential oils and absolutes are extracted from the oakmoss.
Essential oils are usually obtained by steam distillation. Absolutes are
obtained by solvent extraction and are generally more
concentrated than essential oils. The extracts of oakmoss are said to
have a lovely earthy scent that resembles the aroma of moss and
has an undertone of pine.

Oakmoss (Wikipedia)

Radiation Exposure
Lichens absorb and store radioactive substances, such as cesium and strontium compounds, without apparent
harm. Their thalli can be tested for the presence of radioactive compounds in order to learn about their
environment.
At least some species of lichen are very resistant to dangerous radiation. In a 2005 experiment, two species
spent sixteen days in space inside an orbiting satellite. Here they were exposed to "massive" doses of ultraviolet
and cosmic radiation. When they returned to Earth they had nearly the same photosynthetic ability as before
the flight. In addition, most of the lichens' cells had no observable damage when examined under high
magnification.

Bioindicators
Some lichens are very tolerant to pollutants such as nitrogen and sulphur compounds, while others are very
sensitive to the presence of one or both of these chemicals.
Lichens have a high resistance to damage by dehydration and the ability to quickly absorb a large quantity of
water after dehydration ends. This property has enabled them to be used as wound dressings and diapers by
people in the past. The organisms stop photosynthesizing when they dry out and start producing food again as
they absorb water.
More information from:
https://handweaversandspinnersguildofvictoria.org.au/dyegroup14.htm (lichen dyeing)
https://www.purdue.edu/newsroom/releases/2016/Q3/yeast-emerges-as-hidden-third-partner-in-lichen-symbiosis.html
(yeasts in lichen)
http://blogs.discovermagazine.com/notrocketscience/2012/03/26/the-surprisingly-toxic-world-of-lichens/#.XU0wrZMzZBw

(lichen toxicity)
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Bird House Inspiration
Taken from the internet
we have carved, turned,
scroll-sawn,
pyrographied, simple and
finely crafted,
ornamental and practical
bird houses. Some of
these are available as kits
or the instructions may be
found on the net. I was
quite surprised by how
many bird houses had
faces!
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Photos

from club and beyond

From Birdlife Australia

Left: Ipswich won the Bribie trophy back this
year! First place in all categories!!

Beautiful turning and decoration

Seen at Maleny Woodshow, Wootha
entrant

Sheila’s entry to the Bribie competition,
in the pyrography section

Wood sculpture by Matt Bird in Mt
Tamborine botanic garden

Busy turners (and Jim) at Q-Turn 2019
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Pat N takes the Tiny House craze to the
scroll saw. Wow! There’s even a little
swing in the tree.

By Warren K

Left: From Q-Turn. Some of that turning is so
tricky that it looks almost exactly like crochet.
There will be more photos from Bribie Island
and from our Open Day in the next newsletter.
You can see more photos on our Facebook
page and this will soon feed directly into a new
version of our website which is currently
‘under construction’.

9

Ipswich Woodcrafts Club Newsletter August 2019

Build a Nesting Box
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QUEENSLAND WOODCRAFTERS ASSEMBLY!
FRI 4TH, SAT 5TH, SUN 6TH OCTOBER 2019!
HOSTED BY THE IPSWICH WOODCRAFTS CLUB

Registration form online

Venue:
The Outlook Conference & Training Facility in the town of Boonah, just 1 hour from Brisbane. The Outlook venue
comes at an acceptable cost of $230 for the 3-day weekend which includes 7 meals and morning and
afternoon teas, unit accommodation and a high standard of catering.

Woodcraft disciplines included:
Carving
Pyrography
Intarsia
Scrollsawing
Box making workshop
Box enhancement with inlays, linings, fitting hinges.
Wood turning workshop for beginners

Box making workshop:
Machine safety talk.
Dovetail joints using a Gifkin jig,
External finish of choice.
Kits are included in the box making workshop for an additional fee.

Box enhancement workshop:
Aim: To explore a variety of methods of enhancing a box based on the envisaged end use of the box by the
maker.
Internal enhancements: Fabric linings, hinges, trays and compartments.
External enhancements: Clasps, decorative corners, attached moulded feet, padded lids, decorative wood
inlays and finish.
Ready-made box and enhancement materials supplied for additional fee.
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QUEENSLAND WOODCRAFTERS ASSEMBLY
FRI 4th, SAT 5th, SUN 6th OCTOBER 2019, The Outlook- Boonah.
HOSTED BY THE IPSWICH WOODCRAFTS CLUB

REGISTRATION FORM
Please fill in the appropriate details for the Conference and send to The Ipswich Woodcrafts Club
Inc. P.O. Box 695, Booval Q 4304 or email to ipswichwoodcraftsclub@gmail.com
Online registration is available at www.ipswichwoodcraftsclub.com
Payment Options:
Electronic Transfer Payment:
Ipswich Woodcrafts Club Inc.
BSB: 633000
ACC: 163436363
Please Reference your First & Last Name
so that we know who the payment is
from.

Cheques to:
Ipswich Woodcrafts Club
Inc.
P.O. Box 695
Booval, Q 4304

Name/names:
Address:
Phone:

Mobile:

Email:

Cancellations received in writing to The Ipswich Woodcrafts Club Inc. P.O. Box 695, Booval Q
4304 by the 30th September 2018 will be accepted and fully refunded. Cancellations after the 30th
September 2018 will not be refunded.
Tick Box
Box making

Box
enhancement

Scrollsawing
Intarsia

Pyrography

Carving

Turning

ASSEMBLY FEE (INC GST):
Single

☐ $230

Couple

☐ $460

Box making and Box
enhancement workshops

☐ $30

- wood & hardware kit

Suitable wood will be available to purchase.
TOTAL
PAYMENT METHOD

DIETARY
REQUIREMENTS

$____________

☐ Cheque

☐ Electronic Transfer

☐ Vegetarian ☐ Vegan ☐ Gluten Free ☐ Other_________________

Allergies/Medical Conditions:_______________________________________________________

