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Calendar 
 

Ipswich/Bribie Island competition   Sun 2nd August 

Ipswich Woodcrafts Open Day  demo  display/sales   Sat 29th August  

Turnfest Postponed to 13th-15th September 

Ipswich Woodcrafts AGM   Sat 12th September   

Cooroora Wood & Craft Show & competition   Fri 18th & Sat 19th September 

Christmas party challenge & auction   Sat 5th December 
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President’s Report – Notice of Reopening 
Neal MacDonald 
 

Dear Members, 
 
We understand that many of you are wanting to get back to the clubhouse after having been in 
isolation for so long. We also understand that many of us are in a vulnerable age group, some also 
with health issues and those things dictate that we must hasten with the utmost care.  
 
Phase 1 - Monday 15 June 2020. 
 

1. Healthy members only - no cold or flu related symptoms. 
2. Hand sanitising to be carried out before entering the clubhouse proper. 
3. Separate sign in book and fee collection for upstairs and downstairs. 
4. Limited numbers. 10 upstairs and 10 downstairs at all times. 
5. Social distancing to be adhered to - 1.5m apart.  
6. No handshaking. 
7. Morning tea will be served outside using safe practices- don’t be a mug bring your own. 
8. No home cooked morning tea. 
 
The Management Committee reserves the right to change or cancel the re-opening date if 
circumstances change. 
 

Phase 2 – Date to be advised (This will depend on the ongoing situation) 
 

1. Healthy members only - no cold or flu related symptoms. 
2. Hand sanitising to be carried out before entering the clubhouse proper. 
3. Single sign in in upstairs foyer. 
4. Unlimited numbers. 
5. Social distancing still to be adhered to - 1.5m apart.  
6. No handshaking. 
7. Kitchen will be open but may be on a serving roster again. 
8. Home cooking very welcome. 

 
As the Queensland Government, like many others, is addressing the situation on a day to day basis 
and as the Queensland border to NSW is remaining closed until 30 June, how we proceed as a 
community is still up in the air. The dates proposed above are fluid and subject to change. 
 
 
Neal McDonald 
President 

 

Editorial 
Renae Barnes 
 
Sorry for the delay in getting this second newsletter out, I have been moving house, working from home 
full time and losing my internet until the NBN is connected at the new place! But enough excuses, I’m 
really excited to be seeing you all and learning from you all again soon in person as we reopen! If 
there is anything you want included in the newsletter as we get into our reopening stage feel free to 
send an email through or if you’re at the club on Saturdays come and have a chat when I’m there. 
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Blue Gum or Forest Red Gum 
(Eucalyptus tereticornis) – by Geoff Holloway 
 
Probably the most recognized and wide spread of the eucalypts in the greater Ipswich area. They are 
particularly numerous along river and creek banks and can grow to 45 metres in height and 8m metres 
in circumference. The largest Blue Gum in the Ipswich area at 36m high and 7.4 m circumference is in 
Calvert on Western Creek just west of Rosewood. I guess this tree was too difficult to remove and 
survived the timber getters, many other huge blue gums were extracted all over the greater Ipswich 
area during the early development years. Beside the Brisbane River near Lowood and listed on the 
National Register of Big Trees is the largest Blue Gum in Australia at 45m high and 8.3m in 
circumference.  
 
The trunk of the Blue Gum is straight with the bark shedding in plates leaving a smooth white, 
grey/blueish patches. The wood is dark red, moderately coarse even grain and dense at around 
1000kg/m3, used for power poles, construction, outdoor furniture and some woodcraft. 
 
 

   

 

The Blue Gum at Calvert 



  Ipswich Woodcrafts Club Newsletter June 2020 4

 

      
 
 

 
 

    
 
    
 
 
  

Blue Gum Tri-wing Box Blue Gum Table 

Blue Gum Foliage A row of Blue Gums at 
Bundamba Creek 
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Easter Challenge Results! 
Some amazing work everyone! 

 
From Beth: Thanks to everyone who had a go at the Easter Challenge, and I’d like to include anyone 
who started something that didn’t get finished – that is usually what happens to me! People will know 
that I’m not a fan of voting in these competitions; a single prize never seems to sum things up 
properly. It was nice to see that across all the 33 people who voted, every single entry got at least 
one vote. Anyway, the voting’s in and these are the top choices: 
 
 Committee Choice People’s Choice 
Fibrecraft Silk embroidered rabbit Knitted rabbit 
Woodcraft Geoff’s  turned eggs, bowl, eggcup / Basket by 

John P 
Hot Cross Bun Box 

 
My personal favourites in the woodcrafts were the non-committee efforts – Kezz Ruxton’s beautifully 
shaded pyrography rabbit, John Pinder’s very trickily crafted camphor basket, and of course Reg 
Cooke’s pyro toilet roll. 
 
Here’s the breakdown of the People’s Choice voting: 
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Crocheted basket and hand-felted eggs. Dee crafted this up in a single day!! 
 

 
 

Fantastic tiny crocheted basket with handles. Tiny, tiny crochet hooks used to make this. 
 

 
 

This crocheted basket complete with sturdy handle, lace, and flower decorations even has a clutch 
of crocheted eggs! 
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Fabulous knitted bunny – pretty complicated work, complete with soft-sculpture and embroidery 
finishing. 

 

 
 

Gorgeous silk bunny with silk embroidery. A project that had been lurking as a UFO for 24 years!! 
 
 

 
 

Hand-spun and dyed yarn, crochet, and a sturdy handle. Lovely colours and a good useful size. 
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Some beautiful basketry work here including reinforced base and top edge. The handles are also 
handmade on an Inkle-Loom. Very nice! 

 

 
 

Best recycle here with a woven bowl. 
 

 
 

Lots of craft here with the only crossover entry, and this also includes upcycling – wow! – rabbit 
plushie, fabric-covered and embellished eggs with excellent attention to detail, and incorporating a 
fantastic bargain-shop find – a turned cake-holder marked “Slash Pine. Ron Weber Gympie 15/8/89” 

on the base. 
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Lyn has performed some excellent scrollsaw work for this basket and 3D bow. I’m not sure how the 
handle was made, but it is a perfect size to fit that very large bunny! Very nice work! 

 

 
 

Now, this is a bit tricky. A turned basket from Camphor-Laurel, but how was it made? I think I’ve 
worked it out, but top marks to John P. 
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Lovely colour work over pyrography on this cheerful rabbit. 
 

 
 

More lovely, detailed scrollsaw work on this pretty Easter decoration. 
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Yep! Can relate. Very topical! Guess who did this… 
 

 
 

Look closely at this pyrography – exquisite attention to detail. This is a gorgeous piece. 
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Turned, lidded hot-cross-bun box from Jacaranda. New-Guinea Rosewood lid, Crows Ash cross, 
PurpleHeart currants, Conkerberry Orange Peel inserts. 

 

 
 

Perfect bowl, eggs, and eggcup. Red Lancewood, Bendee, False Sandalwood, Yellow Berry Bush, 
Hairy Oak in the cup, Musk bowl. 
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Some very precise scrollsaw work in this beautifully detailed Easter basket. 
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Egg Turning Jig. 
By Geoff Holloway 
 
 
This is a holding jig so the wooden egg turning can be completed easily to a constant shape. 
Select your wood and prepare, try to incorporate the heartwood and the sapwood.  
 

 Purchase a 40mm Press PVC Barrel Union ($10 at Bunnings) 
 Turn a wooden plug with a concave for the blunt end of the egg and a spigot at the other 

end for chuck mounting. 
 Turn a 5mm thick disc 44mm ID and 70mm OD 
 Make a profile gauge for your egg, I used a 600g egg, 65mm long and 45mm diameter. 
 Turn your wood down to size and shape the blunt end first. 
 Partially turn the pointed end to the profile gauge. 
 Sanding the egg before parting off. 
 Mount the jig in the chuck and secure the egg with the wooden disc and screw cap. 
 Ensure the egg turns true, may need to adjust. 
 Complete the pointed end of the egg and sand. 
 Write the name of wood with a fine felt pen and finish with wax, oil or lacquer. 

 

     

20mm to concave plug Egg Turning Jig 
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Chuck Mount Spigot Concave Wood Plug 

Egg Profile Pointed End Finish 

Finished Egg 
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FEES FULL YEAR  
SEPT TO AUG  

PRO-RATA  
JAN TO AUG  

PRO-RATA  
MAY TO AUG  

SINGLE MEMBERSHIP  $45 $35 $25 

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP (Member plus his/her Partner)  
Each additional Junior Member  

$62 
+$17 

$48 
+$14 

$32 
+$9 

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP (Plus for each additional 
member)  

$45 
+$17 

$35 
+$14 

$25 
+$9  

COUNTRY MEMBERSHIP  $23  $17 $12 

JOINING FEE (Once only)  $5  $5  $5  

SESSION FEE (Per session)  $4 $4 $4 
  

CONTACT DETAILS    P.O. Box 695, Booval, QLD. 4304.  

Website:     
www.ipswichwoodcraftsclub.org   
Contact the club:    
ipswichwoodcraftsclub@gmail.com 
Contact the editor:   
ipswichwoodcraftsclub+news@gmail.com 
Facebook: 
@IpswichWoodcraftsClub 

 

Meeting Days: 

Mon, Tues, Wed, Sat  8.30 -12  

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

1. To promote an interest in the crafts 
of woodwork and a forum for 
discussion.   

2. To develop a community interest in 
the various woodworking trades, 
especially with the young people.   

3. To organize and exhibit the skills of 
the club members, lending 
encouragement and guidance.   

4. To foster a conservative attitude in 
our club and local community 
regarding the use of our natural 
resources.   

The Ipswich Woodcrafts Club Inc. states that 
its objective in reporting various articles and 

advice in our Newsletter and 
communications, both verbal and written, is 
merely to disseminate information, and not 
to make recommendations or directives. It 
also states that the views expressed therein 
are not necessarily those of the Club or its 

Committee. 
 


