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Calendar
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Christmas Party & Challenge

5th December 2020

Timber, Tools & Artisan Show

12th – 14th March 2021

Easter Challenge

Wednesday 31st March 2021

Turnfest

TBA

Maleny Wood Expo

1st – 3rd May 2021

Brookfield Show

14th – 16th May 2021

Q-Turn, The Outlook, Boonah

11th – 13th June 2021

Ipswich/Bribie Competition

Sunday 1st August 2021

Ipswich Woodcraft Open Day

TBA

Ipswich Woodcraft AGM & Auction

Saturday 4th September 2021

Cooroora Wood & Craft Show & Competition

TBA

Ipswich Woodcrafts Club Newsletter November 2020

President’s Report
Geoff Holloway
Dear members,
I trust all members and their partners have got this far into 2020 without hosting Covid19, let’s hope it
is kept at bay until we are vaccinated. Although the club was closed for 13 weeks it has been open
since 15th June and we have seen attendance numbers increasing steadily since. All events were
cancelled this year except the postponed AGM and Auction which was well attended with many
members picking up a bargain.
I have accepted the nomination for President with Dan Dennison taking over the Events Coordinator
role and John Holland is now officially the Equipment Officer.
I would like to thank Neal McDonald for his many years of guiding the club to this point and for his
friendship and mentoring since I joined 7 years ago. Neal who we hope will be a member for many
years to come is a founding member (1988) and led the club during many changes including the
introduction of other crafts and promoted female membership. Neal also encouraged the upgrading
of the facility and equipment plus pushed workshop Safety procedures. I will now do my best with the
help of a competent committee to manage the club’s needs and members expectations.
I would like to thank the outgoing committee members, Beth Addison-Smith and Damien Savage for
their input and efforts during their term and we hope to retain their help into the future. Thanks to the
Office bearers, existing committee and Shed Captains for their commitment.
I also extend my thanks to Renae Barnes ( Newsletter Editor), Michael Joachim (Website Administrator),
Dorothy Weatherburn (Librarian) and other members who turn up to help; build, repair, clean, cut and
sort wood, erect marquees, cook, bake, sell raffle tickets, setup event displays, teach and assist others,
provide wisdom and friendship. These are the attributes that make a successful club.

Editorial
Renae Barnes
Tell you what, it felt so good being able to put events back into the calendar in preparation for what
will hopefully be a very different year to the one we are about to close!
That being said, in all its craziness 2020 has still been a good year for I hope many of us and has brought
a greater appreciation for the companionship, events, travel and opportunities we normally enjoy.
2021 will be all the sweeter for following the year that was.
My sincere thanks also to Neal and any of the other outgoing
committee members for all that they have done for the club over
the years. This club would not be what it is now without you.
With the upcoming Christmas festivities and a soon to be new year
I just want to leave you with my hopes that you all have a
wonderful Christmas surrounded by those you love and a very
happy start to the new year!
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It’s Christmas Time! Let’s Party!

The annual Christmas challenge is able to go ahead! Save the date, deck the halls and let’s make it
one never to forget!!

Date: Saturday 5th December
Time: 9am – 1pm
Venue: Ipswich Clubhouse underneath the marquee
To Bring: Yourselves, your partner and your Christmas themed wood craft
competition entry
Members may enter more than 1 item into the competition if you wish. All attendees will be given a
set number of points to award to their favourite entry/s with the item receiving the greatest number of
points being declared the winner! Prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place.
Catering will be provided by club members, please keep an eye out for the paperwork going around
where you can nominate what tasty Christmas treats you will bring along for the morning tea and/or
Christmas lunch.
Note: Only Santa can accept bribes from competitors! A Covid safe plan will apply for the duration of
the event.

Weekly Woodcraft Sales
Stuck for ideas for the perfect gift for that special someone? Every Saturday from 9-11am between
now and Christmas woodcraft items will be available for sale at the club! Tell your friends and family!
Tell your local community! Tell everyone!
Great gift ideas will be available including turned bowls, jewellery
boxes, toys, puzzles, carvings, pyrography, intarsia, scroll sawing
and more. Cash only, no eftpos available.

Date: Every Saturday until Christmas
Time: 9-11am
Location: Ipswich Woodcraft Club, 29 Swan Street,
Brassall
If you wish to bring items in to sell, please ensure they are labelled
with your name and the cost of the item.
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Threading wood demonstration by Jim Tutin
Saturday morning 21st November 9am at the clubhouse, our very own Jim Tutin will be holding
a demonstration on threading wood on the lathe for a screw on lidded box.
Learn the technique required, the best woods and the equipment necessary for various
methods of threading.
Everyone interested is welcome, this is not restricted to the turners! Hope to see you all there!
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Local Tree Series – Brigalow
(Acacia harpophylla) – by Geoff Holloway
Brigalow is a medium sized tree to 25 metres. It grows in the brigalow belt from northern NSW to north
Queensland including inland and coastal areas. A long lived slow growing acacia, heavily logged
early in the 20th Century for building materials (readily split into slabs), locally there are still stands of
Brigalow on the slopes around Rosewood, easily identifiable because of the silvery top canopies of
sickle shaped leaves and deep fissured dark bark which helps it to survive bushfires.
The wood is dense, dark reddish-brown heartwood (1025kg/m3) with a thin yellow sapwood, used in
mining, construction, furniture, walking sticks, fishing rods and turning. Although hard on tools it finishes
well and takes a high polish. The Aboriginal people used the wood for spears, boomerangs and nulla
nullas.

Brigalow tree

Brigalow Platter

Crow’s Ash trunk

Sickle shaped silvery Brigalow leaves
Bowl made from Brigalow
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The bark of the Brigalow
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Felled Brigalow log
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Preserving a bit of history
Bill Bopf

Wars need ammunition. Ammunition needs boxes. Over the decades there have been a lot of boxes,
most of which have been lost to the passage of time. To find one of these boxes and be able to restore
it is a rare privilege.
Such an opportunity recently presented itself. It also presented an
opportunity for collaboration on this restoration project with Geoff Cook
who had been the custodian of this box for many years, having acquired
it from an old neighbour who had also held this treasure for a long time
before gifting it to Geoff.
The lack of provenance associated with this piece
makes it difficult to know just where this box has
been and if it perhaps saw action in the latter stages
of WWll. The markings on the box read “W80 AN. It
also has several small ‘BP’ markings and some small
arrows. Stamped into the base is the date ‘1942’.
During sanding, under the green oxidised paint was
the word ‘Depth....’. We presume the ‘AN’
indicates Australian Navy.
Extensive Wikipedia, Google, and other searches have not revealed any further
background.
The box was carefully sanded so as not to remove any of the markings and
given two coats of Danish oil. The bottom which was badly cracked was
repaired and painted and a false bottom added on the inside. With Geoff’s
help the front of the box was cut and hinged for access to the middle and
bottom
drawers
which
were
constructed from an old wide hoop
pine board. The top drawer can be
lifted out of the top of the box. The
leather handles were restored with
brown boot polish.
The whole box, including the drawers, was sanded again and
given a final coat of Danish oil. The latch and heavy brass
hinges which had been cleaned of paint and grime were then
polished with steel wool and finished with brasso to a gleaming
shine.
I have now totally reorganised my workshop so this piece of history has pride of place.

7

Ipswich Woodcrafts Club Newsletter November 2020

8

Ipswich Woodcrafts Club Newsletter November 2020

CONTACT DETAILS

P.O. Box 695, Booval, QLD. 4304.

President

Geoff Holloway

Secretary

Bill Bopf

Treasurer

Lee Holland

Vice President

Jim Tutin

Past President

Neal Macdonald

Committee

John Holland

Website:
www.ipswichwoodcraftsclub.org
Contact the club:
ipswichwoodcraftsclub@gmail.com
Contact the editor:
ipswichwoodcraftsclub+news@gmail.com
Facebook:
@IpswichWoodcraftsClub

Lyn Keidel

Meeting Days:

Dan Dennison

Mon, Tues, Wed, Sat 8.30 -12

Newsletter Editor

Renae Barnes

MISSION STATEMENT

Equipment Officer

John Holland

Librarian

Lyn Keidel

OTHER OFFICES:

1. To promote an interest in the crafts of
woodwork and a forum for discussion.

Project Co-ordinator Geoff Holloway
Events Co-ordinator

Dan Dennison

Purchasing Officer

Geoff Holloway

Social Media

Geoff Holloway

Webmaster

Michael Joachim

2. To develop a community interest in
the various woodworking trades,
especially with the young people.
3. To organize and exhibit the skills of the
club members, lending
encouragement and guidance.
4. To foster a conservative attitude in our
club and local community regarding
the use of our natural resources.
The Ipswich Woodcrafts Club Inc. states that
its objective in reporting various articles and
advice in our Newsletter and
communications, both verbal and written, is
merely to disseminate information, and not to
make recommendations or directives. It also
states that the views expressed therein are
not necessarily those of the Club or its
Committee.

9

FEES

FULL YEAR
SEPT TO AUG

PRO-RATA
JAN TO AUG

PRO-RATA
MAY TO AUG

SINGLE MEMBERSHIP

$45

$35

$25

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP (Member plus his/her Partner)
Each additional Junior Member

$62
+$17

$48
+$14

$32
+$9

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP (Plus for each additional
member)

$45
+$17

$35
+$14

$25
+$9

COUNTRY MEMBERSHIP

$23

$17

$12

JOINING FEE (Once only)

$5

$5

$5

SESSION FEE (Per session)

$4

$4

$4
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