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Calendar 
 

Q-Turn - The Outlook Boonah  11th – 13th June 

Ipswich Woodcrafts Open Day demo display/sales  Sat 28th August  

Ipswich Woodcrafts AGM & Auction Sat 4th September 

Cooroora Wood & Craft Show & Competition  10th – 11th September 

Christmas Party & Challenge  TBA 
 

 
President’s Report 
Geoff Holloway 
 

Dear members, 
Some of our members had success at the recent Brookfield Show Woodworking competition 
organized by Lyn Keidel. Thanks Lyn. Also, the Boonah Show Woodworking competition was held last 
weekend with participation from some of our members.  
 
Q-Turn is all organized for the weekend of the 11th-13th June, expecting 57 players, we are on our way 
to being the Premier Woodturning event in Australia, thanks to Jim Tutin.  
 
Machinery safety accreditation is a priority, are you accredited on all the equipment you use? 
Please ask a Shed Captain to check on your status. 
 
The $10,000 equipment grant application submitted in February has been approved. 
Two minor Council grants have been submitted, one for Open Day advertising and another for 
revenue loss during the Covid shutdown last year.  
 
Ipswich Woodcrafts Open Day on the 28th August will be incorporated in the Ipswich Galvanized 
Heritage Festival held for two weeks from 27th August to 7th September. 
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Editorial 
Renae Barnes 
 
Welcome to winter everyone! If you’re anything like me you’re starting to think about fingerless gloves 
while woodworking to prevent the fingers being too stiff to work with in the mornings! Better than being 
in a hot and stuffy workshop though. Q Turn is this coming weekend! This will be my first time there and 
I look forward to seeing many of you there for what promises to be a good weekend. A special edition 
of the newsletter will be put together following Q Turn to showcase what we aim to make the premiere 
woodturning event in Australia. 
 
Don’t know if any of you celebrate Christmas in July so you can enjoy the hot roast way more than 
you can in our scorching summers but if you do these guys might be some inspiration for decorations 
the kids or grandkids will enjoy. Keep warm, keep safe and cya at the club! 
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Spotted Gum 
(Corymbia citriodora) – by Geoff Holloway 
 
Spotted Gum or Lemon Scented Gum is an attractive tree growing to 35-45 metres with some 
reaching 70 metres in higher rainfall areas. The Spotted Gum is found in Coastal NSW and Southern 
Queensland and identified by the straight trunk and the smooth, mottled, light to dark grey bark. 
Seasonal shedding of bark exposes light pink new bark with dimples. Crushing the green leaves of 
the Spotted Gum produces a lemon scent.  
 
The heartwood of Spotted Gum is light to dark brown, sometimes with a curly grain pattern, dense at 
970kg/m3 and very durable. The wood is used for framing, flooring, railway sleepers, tool handles, 
decking, outdoor furniture and some craft use. Large plantations have been established in many 
overseas countries, which is a testimony to the quality of the timber produced. 
 

 

 
 

              
 
 
 

 

  

Spotted Gum Bark Spotted Gum Tree Spotted Gum Grain 

Spotted Gum Box Sides 
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Risk Management 
 
Risk identification, assessment, manage, review. Please report any identified safety risks, we may be 
able to eliminate or manage. 

 

Equipment Maintenance Report 
 

 The Felder bandsaw had the bottom wheel tyre replaced and a new blade, correct aligning 
and tensioning the blade on this bandsaw is critical to the performance, correct operation is 
also important, please follow the posted procedures. 

 All portable electrical equipment to be tested and tagged this month, assistance required. 
 All RCD safety circuit breakers to be tested this month. 
 6 monthly Termite inspection completed last month, all good.  
 More damaged floorboards have been replaced, front door repairs made, thanks Damien. 
 Sink hole in the car park has been filled, thanks Pat. 
 Felder bandsaw broken door switch has been replaced. 

 

Stan Ainscough – Wood Turner 
Stan at the age of 64 retired from his tiling business and took up wood turning, purchasing a second-
hand Record Power lathe with a swivel headstock. He started his 20+ year journey creating some of 
the most amazing pieces of turnery, from a variety of fabulous woods, mostly cut or salvaged by 
Stan himself. Stan was a member of Ipswich Woodcrafts from 1998 to 2015 and passed on many of 
his skills over that period. At the age of 88 Stan can no longer follow his hobby but the house he 
shares with his wife May is full of his turnings on display, providing awe and inspiration to like-minded 
woodworkers. As you can see by the photos, Stan’s signature style was lattice bowls, platters and 
wall hangings using an indexed router system. 
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Box Making Course Early 2021 
 
At the start of this year, a box making course was run by Dan Dennison for a small group of 4 
participants. Unlike previous box making courses where each student was given a ‘kit’ of sorts with the 
pieces required for the box this time around each participant started with half a log…. so I guess you 
could say we went from scratch! 
 
Over a period of a few months all 4 participants learnt how to turn that half log into rectangular pieces 
on the band saw and table saw, used the thicknesser to get them to the correct width required and 
learnt how to use machinery like the router table to get the dimensions accurate, the joints tight and 
neat and the selected bases and lids fitting tightly (well, at least within the second attempt for some!). 
One of the other students has promised me a step by step breakdown with photos so I won’t go into 
the specifics of each step here but below are photos showing some of the work that was done, as well 
as the finished products. 
 

 
Trimming the log to a flat surface 

 

 
Using a guide to keep fingers away from the band saw while slicing the log into planks 
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Learning how to use the table saw 

 

 
Trimming the planks to be rectangular with the table saw 
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Using the sanding board to get the join between lid and base flush 

 
 

 
Finished box by Mitch V. – Jacaranda and Red Cedar 
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Finished box by John C. – Jacaranda and  
Red Cedar 

Finished box by Geoff C. – Jacaranda and  
Hoop Pine 

Finished box by Renae B. – Jacaranda and  
Silky Oak (red cedar inserts) 
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Q-Turn – it’s this weekend! 
 
Dates 
Fri 11th, Sat 12th, Sun 13th June 2021  
 
Location 
The Outlook Conference & Training Facility in the town of Boonah, just 1 hour from Brisbane. 
Great accommodation, catering and activity facility. 
 

 
 

A weekend of mateship and sharing all the joys of woodturning and woodworking in 
general. This will be the 20th consecutive Q-Turn event. We welcome Scrollsawers, Carvers 
and Pyrographers. 
 
Register  
Online at  https://ipswichwoodcraftsclub.org/  
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Mobius/ Triquetra/ Trefoil Knot/ Infinite Loop 
Bill Bopf – March 2021 
 

 
 
After some research I am still a little confused as to what to call this piece. My research found all of 
the above names have been used. A Mobius is defined as a non-orientable surface with only one 
side and only one boundary curve. Is my carving a Mobius? I don’t think so. The term Triquetra has 
been used to refer to a triple spiral design. The Trefoil as the simplest knot is fundamental to the study 
of mathematical knot theory. The origins of the trefoil knot can be traced back to the Celtic culture 
and can even be found on runestones in the late Viking Age throughout Scandinavia. Is the carving 
in the form of a trefoil knot? Yes, I believe so. Maybe an infinite loop is a simpler explanation. 
 

The complexity of parts of the sculpture being inside the block of wood dictated 
that a model was needed to make some mental sense of the task at hand. I 
found a strip of hard foam covered wire and bent it into the required shape. 
 
The faint pencil lines on the block give some indication of the dilemma I had of 
just how to mark out the outline when only parts of the model would eventually 
be on the outside of the block. 
 

 
After having trimmed some excess wood off the corners on the band saw my 
model indicated that it would be safe enough to drill a hole down through the 
centre of the block. This further empowered me to grab my battery drill to make 
some further smaller holes to get rid of some more internal material. I quickly 
realised that this was not such a good idea so I quickly abandoned that 
approach. 
I started removing material using a combination of carving knife and various 
palm chisels. 
       
Working from only a photo initial progress was understandably very slow. The 
shape began to evolve the further I went.  
I worked from the outside edges all around the block as that was the only place I 
had pencil lines to go by. 
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Once the basic shape was established it was then just a matter of thinning it 
down. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At this point it was a matter of further thinning the loops. I decided to sand the 
piece fully before releasing the three overlapping points, while it still had some 
internal strength.  
 
            
                      
 

 Release points 
 

 
 
Finished ready for final sanding and application of three coats of Danish oil. 
The sculpture was shaped from a block of Australian White Beech and 
mounted on a block of queen ebony using a small piece of bamboo skewer 
as a dowel.  
The piece is 80 x 80mm with a diameter of 10mm mounted on a base 
100x60x20mm. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Newsletter Sponsored By 
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FEES FULL YEAR  
SEPT TO AUG  

PRO-RATA  
JAN TO AUG  

PRO-RATA  
MAY TO AUG  

SINGLE MEMBERSHIP  $45 $35 $25 

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP (Member plus his/her Partner)  
Each additional Junior Member  

$62 
+$17 

$48 
+$14 

$32 
+$9 

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP (Plus for each additional 
member)  

$45 
+$17 

$35 
+$14 

$25 
+$9  

COUNTRY MEMBERSHIP  $23  $17 $12 

JOINING FEE (Once only)  $5  $5  $5  

SESSION FEE (Per session)  $4 $4 $4 
  
 

CONTACT DETAILS    P.O. Box 695, Booval, QLD. 4304.  

President Geoff Holloway  Website:     
www.ipswichwoodcraftsclub.org   
Contact the club:    
ipswichwoodcraftsclub@gmail.com 
Contact the editor:   
ipswichwoodcraftsclub+news@gmail.com 
Facebook: 
@IpswichWoodcraftsClub 

 

Meeting Days: 

Mon, Tues, Wed, Sat  8.30 -12  

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

1. To promote an interest in the crafts of 
woodwork and a forum for discussion.  

2. To develop a community interest in 
the various woodworking trades, 
especially with the young people.  

3. To organize and exhibit the skills of the 
club members, lending 
encouragement and guidance.   

4. To foster a conservative attitude in 
our club and local community 
regarding the use of our natural 
resources.   

 
The Ipswich Woodcrafts Club Inc. states that 
its objective in reporting various articles and 

advice in our Newsletter and 
communications, both verbal and written, is 

merely to disseminate information, and not to 
make recommendations or directives. It also 
states that the views expressed therein are 

not necessarily those of the Club or its 
Committee. 

Secretary Bill Bopf                                               

Treasurer Lee Holland  

Vice President Jim Tutin  

Past President Neal Macdonald  

Committee John Holland  

 Lyn Keidel  

 Dan Dennison  

OTHER OFFICES:    

Newsletter Editor Renae Barnes  

Equipment Officer John Holland  

Librarian Lyn Keidel  

Project Co-
ordinator 

Geoff Holloway  

Events Co-ordinator Dan Dennison  

Purchasing Officer Geoff Holloway  

Social Media Geoff Holloway  

Webmaster Michael 
Joachim 

 

   


