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2022 Calendar 
 

General Meeting Saturday 5th March 

Tiber Tools & Artisan Show TBA 

Maleny Wood Expo Saturday 30th April to Monday 2nd May 

Ipswich Show Friday 13th to Sunday 15th May 

Brookfield Show Friday 13th to Sunday 15th May 

Boonah Show Friday 27th to Saturday 28th May 

General Meeting Saturday 4th June 

Q Turn Friday 10th to Sunday 12th June 

Open Day Saturday 27th August 

AGM & Auction Saturday 3rd September 

Christmas Party Saturday 3rd December 
 
 

President’s Report 
Geoff Holloway 
 

Covid restrictions have eased for now, but we need to prepare for the next phase, let’s hope for the 
best. Membership has increased by 11 in the last 2 months, welcome to all the new members, we will 
help you to develop your woodworking skills. 
 
The Special Projects Group is going great, the Secretary’s report is attached. 
 
The results of the Cooroora Woodcrafters Club competition are:  First-Bribie Island and Districts 
Woodcrafters, Second-Bayside Woodturners and Woodcrafters, Third-Ipswich Woodcrafts, thanks for 
the entries. 
 
The club was offered some Jacaranda logs from a recently cut tree, it took 3 utes and 2 trailers to 
remove what was once a large tree, thanks to the many helpers who loaded, unloaded, slabbed and 
stored the wood in the drying racks. 
 
The large Ironbark tree in the parking area has been removed by council, it was slowly dying and was 
the source of the termites infesting the club house. 
 
Safety accreditation is required before attempting to use any equipment and follow up training is 
available with the Shed Captains. Risk Management is ongoing, members can identify risks by 
reporting to management who will then go through the assessment process and take the required 
actions. A risk identification form is available. 
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Maintenance report: 
 
The new dust extractor has improved the dust issue in the saw and sanding area, but the wearing of 
masks is still advised when sanding. The Felder bandsaw had a broken blade replaced, each blade 
costs $48 and usually we get three sharpens at @15 ea. Blunt blades need to be replaced, report it.  

Thanks to John Holland for machinery maintenance and Damian Savage for building maintenance 
and improvements. 

Replacement of the power switch on the new scroll saw has been supplied under warranty. 

 

Social media: 
 
Ipswich Woodcrafts Facebook page is going strong with weekly show & Tell posts and Event 
promotions, 737 followers to date, please help us to increase this number by liking and sharing the 
posts on your own pages.  
 

Events: 
 
Ipswich Woodcrafts were invited to a Seniors Expo on Tuesday 19th October where we had a table of 
crafts on display and flyers to hand out, creating a lot of interest.  

The club was invited to the Rosewood Street Carnival on Saturday 27th November. Craft sales and 
promotion was the aim, but the event was cancelled due to the weather forecast. 

The Christmas party this year was held at the CSI North Ipswich on 4th December, 35 attendees 
enjoyed a meal and a chat and even got a small present. 

The club was invited by Bunnings to have a stall on Thursday night 9th December at the West-Ipswich 
store night market. We displayed crafts and sold Special Project items to finance the activity boards 
being donated to nursing homes in Ipswich. 

The position of Event Co-ordinator is presently vacant, please let one of the committee know if you 
are interested. 
 

~~~------~~~ 
 

Restrictions for Ipswich Woodcraft Club Attendance 
 

Under Queensland legislation the club is considered a Non-essential 
leisure Activity and is required to adhere to restrictions, so to protect 
all our members, from the 17th December 2021 entry to the club will 
require Proof of Full Covid Vaccination, either by a phone App or 
paper certificate. A Doctor’s Exemption Certificate will be accepted. 
The club management and especially our more vulnerable members 
will appreciate compliance with this requirement. 
 
Thanks, 
Management committee  
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Committee Report 
Bill Bopf - Secretary 
 
What’s happening? 
 
1.  Community Involvement – The newly formed Special Projects Group has been very active and so 
far has made two very successful presentations. This opportunity to serve our community has also 
had the added benefit of some very positive press coverage and recognition for the club. Please 
refer to the Special Projects Report for more details.  
 
2. Relocation of our club to a flood free area on ground level with more space to expand and where 
we can cater to the needs of a greater section of our community is discussed at every meeting. 
Considerable energy is being put into finding a solution to this issue. The search continues. 
 
3. Redundant Equipment – Over time the club, through acquisition of new equipment and upgrades 
has collected a pool of redundant machinery. We have sold off all old and surplus gear and realised 
a profit of $1,300 and a tidier and safer workshop. 
 
4. Blue Street sign – Has been approved by council for Mihi Street which will add to the visibility of the 
club. 
 
5. Participation in Local Events  
 - Senior’s Month Expo – John Pinder, Geoff Holloway and myself manned a stall at this event 
held at the Ipswich Showgrounds on 19 October 2021. We displayed some of the woodwork made 
by club members and a lot of interest was shown by expo visitors. 
 -  Bunnings Night Market (9 December 2021) - The club accepted an invitation to participate 
in this event. A variety of items made by the club were displayed showcasing the various different 
woodcrafts. Items made by the Special Projects Group were sold to raise funds to help buy materials 
to make fiddle boards which are of great benefit to dementia sufferers. 
 
6. Club Promotional Material – The club has acquired two tear-drop flags which will be used in our 
promotional activities as well as a supply of newly developed colour brochures outlining what our 
club can offer new members. 
 
7. Bunnings Sausage Sizzle – Our request to be included in the Bunnings sausage sizzle roster has 
been accepted and we are looking forward to this opportunity to not only cook sausages but to fly 
the flag for the club. We will be looking for some enthusiastic volunteers for this venture early in the 
New Year. 
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Editorial 
Renae Barnes 
 

Twas the night before Christmas, and all through the workshop 
Not a machine was running, no sawdust was dropped 

The tools were hung in their places with care 
In hopes that our families would soon all be there 

 
There’s been box making courses, events all year round 

Where laughter and learning and friendship abound 
A break must be due, a rest from our labour 

As we remember the life and the birth of the Saviour 
 

So we’ll eat and be joyful and exchange our gifts 
As we play with the children our hearts will lift 

May your Christmas be merry and your New Year bright 
Merry Christmas to all, and to all a good-night! 

 
 
 
 

Christmas Party 2021 
 
Thanks to all who made it the Christmas Party this year held at Club Services Ipswich. It was a great 
turnout, the food was enjoyable and the company was excellent (so was the air conditioning…!). 
Some photos are below to help us remember the event. 
 
 

 
 



  Ipswich Woodcrafts Club Newsletter December 2021 6

 

 
 

 



  Ipswich Woodcrafts Club Newsletter December 2021 7

Southern Silky Oak 
(Grevillea robusta) – by Geoff Holloway  
 

1. Grows to 35 metres and 1 metre diameter in sub-tropical rainforests and dry rainforests in basaltic soils 
from northern NSW to Maryborough, and historically in the Rosewood Scrub. Silky Oaks are often seen 
in back yards and parks in the Ipswich area, they have a straight trunk with grey fissured bark, 
distinctive fern like silvery foliage and yellow-orange flowers. 

2.  
3. The wood has pale sapwood not clearly distinguishable, the heartwood is pinkish-brown with 

prominent medullary rays, straight silky grain, attractive when quarter sawn. Density: 640kg/m3 
4.  
5. Historically used for furniture, flooring, interior panelling, cabinet work, coach building, doors, window 

frames, wine casks, tallow casks, butter kegs, milk buckets, shingles, palings, packing cases, bullock 
yokes, plywood, veneer, turning and craft work. The wood is often confused with the Northern Silky 
Oak (Cardwellia sublimis) which tends to have more prominent medullary rays. 

I built a display cabinet in 2017 from old silky oak church pews which came from 2 different sources. I 
had trouble telling the difference between Northern Silky Oak (Cardwellia sublimis) and the Southern 
Silky Oak (Grevillea robusta). An IWCS member involved in wood identification provided a positive 
way of testing the wood other than colour and end grain magnification, the Burning Splinter test. The 
southern silky burns more completely leaving a light grey ash and the northern silky leaves a black 
charcoal which can be pressed into a black ash. It appears that the back, sides and drawer fronts of 
the cabinet are southern silky and the front, doors and shelves are northern silky. The cabinet was 
finished with numerous coats of Kunos oil.  
 

Southern Silky Oak Tree Southern Silky Oak Trunk 

Southern Silky Oak Tree in Flower 
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Southern and Northern Silky Oak 
Cabinet 

Southern Silky Oak Bowl 



  Ipswich Woodcrafts Club Newsletter December 2021 9

Special Projects Group Update 
Bill Bopf 
 
This newly formed group has been very active and so far has made two presentations, the first to 
ALARA Qld Limited the local Ipswich based disability services provider and the second to the Bolton 
Clarke Milford Grange Aged Care and Retirement Living facility.  
 
The presentation of our donation at a morning tea with ALARA staff and clients on 8 October was very 
gratefully accepted. The donation included spatulas which the ALARA clients will decorate for family 
and friends to give as Christmas presents as well as comfort birds and foot rollers, along with a beautiful 
turned bowl kindly donated by Geoff Holloway. 
 
Several members of the group were invited to attend a High Tea at the North Ipswich Reserve 
Corporate Center for senior’s week sponsored by ALARA, where a guest speaker enlightened the 
guests on legal issues faced by seniors. 
 
The Milford Grange presentation on Monday 15 November also went extremely well. A small group of 
residents and staff put on a nice morning tea for our presentation and were thrilled with our donation 
of comfort birds, spatulas and foot rollers. They were especially thrilled with Reg's ukulele and Lee's 
jewellery box which will be used as major prizes in their Christmas raffle. The real thrill for us (Geoff, Reg, 
Lee, John and myself) was seeing the look of sheer delight on the faces of some of the residents when 
they first held a comfort bird. Camille Brandon from the Ipswich News Today 
came along and took photos and wrote a great article which came out in 
the weekly edition of the paper on Thursday 18 November. Great 'exposure' 
for the club.  
 
We have previously gifted two fiddle boards made by Dan Dennison to 
Milford Grange as well as a number of games and puzzles made by Lee and 
John Holland. It is hard to put a value on these gifts which are truly making a 
difference to people’s lives. 
 
We are continually looking for help and suggestions and we would love to 
have more active members as part of this group which is doing some great 
work in the community. 
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Christmas Challenge 
 
Last Wednesday 15th November members of the club brought in their carefully crafted entries for the 
annual Christmas Challenge. There were some beautiful crafts on display but sadly there can only be 
one first place. Congratulations to all who entered and especially those who took out first, second 
and third place. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  

First Place Barry W. Second Place Lesley H. 

Third Place John P. 
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Bunnings Night Market 
 
The club had the opportunity to have a stall at the Bunnings Night Market held on Thursday 9th 
December. This was a great opportunity to showcase crafts and raise money for the special projects 
group to continue making their well received items for donation. 

 

 

 
 
 
Newsletter Supported By 
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FEES FULL YEAR  
SEPT TO AUG  

PRO-RATA  
JAN TO AUG  

PRO-RATA  
MAY TO AUG  

SINGLE MEMBERSHIP  $45 $35 $25 

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP (Member plus his/her Partner)  
Each additional Junior Member  

$62 
+$17 

$48 
+$14 

$32 
+$9 

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP (Plus for each additional 
member)  

$45 
+$17 

$35 
+$14 

$25 
+$9  

COUNTRY MEMBERSHIP  $23  $17 $12 

JOINING FEE (Once only)  $20  $20 $20 

SESSION FEE (Per session)  $4 $4 $4 
  
 

CONTACT DETAILS    P.O. Box 695, Booval, QLD. 4304.  

President Geoff Holloway  Website:     
www.ipswichwoodcraftsclub.org   
Contact the club:    
ipswichwoodcraftsclub@gmail.com 
Contact the editor:   
ipswichwoodcraftsclub+news@gmail.com 
Facebook: 
@IpswichWoodcraftsClub 

 

Meeting Days: 

Mon, Tues, Wed, Sat  8.30 -12  

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

1. To promote an interest in the crafts of 
woodwork and a forum for discussion.  

2. To develop a community interest in 
the various woodworking trades, 
especially with the young people.  

3. To organize and exhibit the skills of the 
club members, lending 
encouragement and guidance.   

4. To foster a conservative attitude in 
our club and local community 
regarding the use of our natural 
resources.   

 
The Ipswich Woodcrafts Club Inc. states that 
its objective in reporting various articles and 

advice in our Newsletter and 
communications, both verbal and written, is 

merely to disseminate information, and not to 
make recommendations or directives. It also 
states that the views expressed therein are 

not necessarily those of the Club or its 
Committee. 

Secretary Bill Bopf                                               

Treasurer Lee Holland  

Vice President Jim Tutin  

Past President Neal Macdonald  

Committee John Pinder  

 Lyn Keidel  

 Allan Nielsen  

OTHER OFFICES:    

Newsletter Editor Renae Barnes  

Equipment Officer John Holland  

Librarian Lyn Keidel  

Project Co-
ordinator 

Bill Bopf  

Events Co-ordinator Geoff Holloway  

Purchasing Officer Geoff Holloway  

Social Media Geoff Holloway  

Webmaster Michael 
Joachim 

 

   


